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Activities from January 1 to May 30, 2007 
 
1. School of Peace 

 
On February 1, the Interfaith Cooperation 
Forum (ICF) organized the second course of the 
School of Peace (SOP).  This year it was again 
held on the Visthar campus in Bangalore, India 
and benefited greatly from the support of the 
staff there.  These dedicated and experienced 
friends played a very significant role in making 
SOP 2007 a success. 
 
Sixteen participants joined this second SOP 
which lasted from February 1 to May 11.  The 

particip
spiritua

 

 

 
Three p
assisted
other pa
 

 
 
 

 

SOP 2007 participants on a field trip.

ants came from seven different countries and represented four different 
lities. 

 NAME COUNTRY FAITH 
1 Mr. Hor Hen Cambodia Buddhism 
2 Mr. Haryfin Cambodia Islam 
3 Mr. Kim Houn Cambodia Christian 
4 Mr. Vichith Cambodia Buddhism 
5 Ms. Mattanee Thailand Islam 
6 Mr. Usman Thailand Islam 
7 Ms. Pornpimon Thailand Buddhism 
8 Ms. Mary Burma  Buddhism 
9 Mr. Saw Mort Burma (Karen) Christian 
10 Mr. Thaw Reh Burma (Karenni) Animism 
11 Mr. Anick Indonesia Islam 
12 Mr. Dharshan Sri Lanka Christian 
13 Ms Somaya Nepal Christian 
14 Ms. Rodelyn Philippines Christian 
15 Mr. Ansary Philippines Islam 
16 Mr. Joey Philippines Christian 

articipants from SOP 2006 were invited to join SOP 2007 as interns.  They 
 the coordinator in various coordinating tasks, played a supportive role for the 
rticipants and also continued their own learning process. 

17 Ms. Elizarni Indonesia (Aceh) Islam 
18 Ms. Debeka Nepal Hindu 
19 Mr. Nor Samad Philippines Islam 
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Program for SOP 2007 

ased on our experiences during SOP 2006, several changes were made to the curriculum 

a. Selection was again done through known individuals and organizations in 

 
. The first two modules of the course were switched around so that the first 

 
The second module then focused on “Religion, Culture and Spirituality”, 

 
. During SOP 2007, fewer external resource persons were used, making it 

 
. A greater effort was made this year to use the 

 
e. This year ICF provided some pocket money 

 
B
and to the way SOP 2007 was conducted. 
 

the countries from which participants were to be identified.  This year a 
form for the sending organizations was also prepared in which they were 
asked to guarantee their support for the participants during the three and a 
half months and also they were asked to promise to help the participants 
make positive use of their learnings once they completed the course.  In 
this way the sending organizations could also become a more active part 
of the entire SOP experience and their involvement in building the 
regional interfaith justpeace network could be strengthened.  Moreover it 
hopefully gave them a greater sense of responsibility to insure that 
returning participants could make use of their learnings as they return to 
their work. 

b
month was spent looking at our identities and how those identities are 
formed.  Starting with “self” seemed to be a more logical process because 
when we begin to understand our “self” and our relation to society, we can 
then begin to understand more about the “other”.   

giving the participants an opportunity to learn more deeply about other 
religions and spiritualities.  The final module dealt with the idea of 
transformation, or how we can start working for transformation that begins 
with ourselves and then moves to the broader society.  This seemed like a 
smoother transition and made it easier for participants to connect the 
different modules and the learnings they were gaining from each. 

c
easier to link each day’s sessions with the next.   Due to a very positive 
working relationship between the SOP coordinator and the Vísthar staff, it 
was easy to keep the diverse sessions and activities flowing smoothly, 
making it easier for participants to relate each 
session with the one that followed. 

d
action/reflection praxis in all sessions.  
Participants responded very positively to this. 

for the participants.  By focusing on 
participants from grassroots organizations, we 

 3
U
sman and Hor Hen building a tower 

as part of a participatory session. 



are attracting people who do not have access to large budgets.  The 
majority of the participants had never traveled before, mainly because 
their organizations can not afford to send them to international meetings.  
Thus, when they arrived, many of the participants had no pocket money at 
all.  By providing them with a small amount of funds, they could feel more 
comfortable and also purchase some small things to take back home.  
Many of them spent their money on books – something which they 
seemed to treasure more than almost anything else. 

 
ome Reflections on SOP 2007 

a. I feel like we are attracting very good participants.  Most of them are 

 
. The program this year was very good, but perhaps we tried to put too 

 
 
. At the end of the course, a Festival of 

f

already existing festivals and injecting the

S
 

deeply involved in their local struggles, and while their organizations are 
often new, small and poor, they seem very dedicated to building up 
interfaith communities of justpeace.  I believe ICF is on the right track by 
giving these smaller organizations a chance to participate on the regional 
level.  I also believe that we should continue to seek out those good 
participants who are not already “globetrotters” with existing experience 
attending regional and international meetings.  It is a good investment of 
our funds and, I am very certain, there will be many positive returns. (see 
Appendix #1 for some background on a few of the SOP 2007 participants) 

b
much into the 104 days available.  We were not always able to provide the 
participants with sufficient time to process their experiences.  This 
weakens the learning experience.  Perhaps we need to either lengthen the 
course so a bit more time can be given to some of the topics, or we need to 
take some things out of the curriculum.  This will have to be discussed in 
detail before the next SOP. 

c
Justpeace was organized.  Credit must 
be given to Visthar and all their staff 
for the tremendous amount of hard 
work they put into making this festival 
a reality.  I think it was a good 
experience for the participants as they 
could present some of their culture, 
including food, to people in the 
Bangalore area and also they had 
opportunity to show films about the 
issues in their countries and share some o
like to see this festival continued and I 
either organizing a similar festival in t

P  
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ornpimon and Kim Houn selling Asian foods at
the Festival of Justpeace. 
 their o  would 

 interfaith and justpeace idea. 

hope participants will consider 
heir own countries, or joining 

wn experiences.  I



 
d. re 

given extra time.  During the first module a week was devoted to drama as 

 
The second skill was filmmak  
from Bangalore provided guidance for this week-long experience.  Many 

School of Peace 

he 
i Project 

 
e. This year the p nts were asked to present a final paper which would 

ighlight their own journey of transformation.  Some of these papers were 

 
f. arted the Visthar campus, some were making 

some very concrete plans for continuing this SOP experience back in their 

 
nd are planning to create an 

on-going interfaith justpeace movement which will also include 
Cambodia.  They will seek their own funding for this, and will 

Among the various skills provided for the participants to learn, two we

a way of processing experiences and of 
sharing those experiences with others.  
Richard and Pongjit from Thailand 
provided guidance for this workshop.  
Through creative activities and much 
energetic discussion the group was able to 
produce a brief drama based on 
experiences in their local areas as well as 
what they were learning in the SOP.  The 
drama was preformed during the 
International Women’s Day celebrations. 

ing.  Mr. Sashi, a professional filmmaker

of the participants had never touched a video camera previous to this 
workshop so it was bound to be a difficult task.  But with much patience, 
Sashi and his team helped participants gain confidence in using a video 
camera, doing interviews, creating a film concept and then editing several 
hours of film into four five-minute 
productions.  The films produced 
were: 

a) An Introduction to the 

b) An Introduction to 
Vísthar 

c) An Introduction to t
Banthav

d) A Look at Recycling 
Paper 

articipa
h
really excellent and indicated a very significant amount of change in some.  
I think some of these papers should be edited and then published in a small 
booklet so others can read. 

Before the participants dep

own countries.  Some of these plans include: 

i. Participants from Burma and Thaila
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build a process that connects to what they have learned and 
experienced in SOP.  If all goes according to plan, they will host 
a sub-regional gathering of SOP alumni and other friends before 
the end of this year.  They are planning for a one-month 
experience with two weeks given to field visits in Southern 
Thailand, the Thai/Burma border area and Northeastern 
Thailand.  They will look at land and water issues, refugees, 
“religious” conflict, etc. 

Plans are also being made for Dharshan from Sri Lanka to spend 
a two-month internship in Thailan

 
ii. 

d, especially working with 
friends along the Thai/Burma border.  As there is much in 

 
iii. 

ace) in 
Nepal.  One of the SOP participants from Nepal has been 

 
iv. 

articipants come 
from Mindanao while one is from Manila.  They represent the 

 
Conclusions 
 

feel that SOP 2007 was basically a successful experience, but as before, time will tell 
he participants were able to internalize their learnings and experiences.   

terfaith communities of justpeace.  These things donot 

common between the conflicts in Sri Lanka, Southern Thailand 
and Burma, this internship can be a very positive learning 
experience as well as to strengthen the regional network. 

Participants from Nepal and their sending organizations continue 
to work on establishing a Nepal School of Shanti (Pe

selected to help coordinate this effort and the others will 
contribute their expertise in making it a reality. 

Participants from Philippines have also been working on 
networking at the national level.  Four of the p

Christian and Muslim faiths.  Initially they will seek ways to 
interact with each other and then see what kind of activity 
evolves from that. 

I 
how many of t
 
There is no easy path toward interfaith engagement and 
dialogue, nor a simple way to bring about transformation to 
in
happen in seminars, consultation or even events like the 
School of Peace.  These venues, however, do provide 
knowledge, experience and tools which can help in the 
interfaith dialogue which must take place within 
communities involved in struggle.  The participants of the 
School of Peace have only taken small but important steps 
toward achieving these goals.  But I believe the School of 
Peace did ignite within them a vision for interfaith 
communities of justpeace and did impart to them some 

P
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rocessing local and national issues and 
planning strategies for transformation. 



important skills in reaching out to that vision.  They have now returned to their home 
communities with the desire to work toward engagement with the “other” and dialogue 
with those whose faith tradition is different and often strange to understand or accept.  
They have also expressed renewed hope that there is a nonviolent way to respond to the 
conflicts they live with, and that this hope comes from their own faith traditions.  They 
see the need to explore these faith teachings more deeply.     
 
With encouragement and further mentoring, the participants may gain the confidence 

ey need to begin the hard task of working for a true justpeace transformation that 

p Program

th
begins within themselves and then spreads to the broader society.  The progress achieved 
by the School of Peace can not now be left unattended.  The participants will continue to 
need encouragement and mentoring.  This must become a concrete part of the on-going 
program of ICF. 
 

2. Internshi  

The t signed to give participants of the School of Peace further 
xperience in the region so they can continue building their skills and knowledge.  The 

e.  In other words, the intern and the hosting 
groups should not be of the same faith in order to continue building interfaith 

b) 
.  This is not always possible due to 

c) 
07 in order to continue building and strengthening the network 

d) 
ience.  In other words, it must provide the intern with 

e) 
detailed report of the experience and the learnings gained. 

 will 

 
During the first half of 2007, the following activities took place within the internship 

rogram: 
 

 
 in ernship program is de

e
ground rules for the internship program are: 
 

a) They should be interfaith in natur

dialogue possibilities at the regional level. 
The internship should be for one to two months at least and should be a 
working visit and not just an exposure visit
the heavy work loads most potential interns have to deal with in their local 
organizations. 
The interns and the hosting organizations should be involved with either SOP 
2006 or SOP 20
on the regional level. 
The internship must be in a place that can provide the intern with a relevant 
and appropriate exper
the kind of experience he or she needs for the work in his or her own local 
organization. 
Both the intern and the hosting organization will provide ICF and all SOP 
alumni with a 

f) If possible the intern’s local organization will provide pocket money for the 
intern and the hosting organization will provide room and board.  ICF
provide transportation fees.  In the case that the intern’s organization or the 
hosting organization does not have available funds, ICF will consider 
providing necessary financial assistance in order to make the internship 
possible. 

p

 7



a.  As mentioned in the report on SOP 2007, three participants from the first 
School of Peace held in 2006, joined the School of Peace 2007 as interns.  
As this was a very positive experience, I think it should be continued in 

 
b. 

  
Ait was a participant in SOP 2006 and was hosted in Mindanao by one of 

 

the future.  They helped participants develop discipline in reporting, 
journaling and participation.  They also assisted the coordinator with many 
of the management tasks as well as help in some of the planning sessions. 

From February 24 to March 17 Mr. Ait Limbu from Nepal worked as an 
intern with the Bongsomoro Center for Justpeace Mindanao in Philippines.

the network partners of ICF.  His primary host was Ms. Halima who also 
attended SOP 2006.  He was able to experience first hand the efforts to  
document human rights abuses in Mindanao and to interact with a great 
variety of people affected by this violence.  Based on his reports, the 
experience was a very valuable one for him as well as for the Bongsomoro 
Center for Justpeace Mindanao.   
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Appendix #1 
 
A brief background on a few of the SOP 2007 participants. 
 
1)  Mr. Saw Mort 
 

Saw Mort comes from Burma, Karen State and is a Christian.  At 
the age of 16 he joined the Karen National Liberation Army 
because he saw that as the only way of protecting his home and his 
family from Burmese military attacks.  After two years in the army, 
and with many experiences in the battle field, Saw Mort attended a 
community organizing training program in Thailand.  This program 
transformed him and he became deeply involved in working with 
the most marginalized in Burma for peaceful transformation.  His 
participation in SOP was very beneficial to all of us as he could talk 
from personal experience about violence, and also prove that it is 

possible to be in a very violent situation (both political and religious violence) and still 
seek out and follow a nonviolent way. 
 
2. Mr. Haryfin 
 

Haryfin is a Muslim student from the rural areas of Cambodia.  He is 
the only person in his village to have completed high school and 
entered university.  He has struggled a lot with how to be a good 
Muslim.  At one time he tried to follow the rules strictly but later felt 
that such blind adherence to the “law” was not what was required.  
He once said that after exposure to the world outside his small rural 
community, “my strict left me.”  He perhaps had the least field 
experience of any SOP participant, but he had a yearning to learn 
which was filled with energy.  His community is extremely poor with 

few services and little hope for a better life.  He is committed to going back and helping 
the community build, especially in the field of education for the children.   
 
3.  Ms. Mattanee 
 

Mattanee is a young Muslim woman from Southern Thailand.  
Since graduating from university she has worked as a journalist 
documenting atrocities against Muslims in the South.  For a young 
woman, she has seen a lot of suffering but she has held firm to her 
commitment to nonviolence.  I think this must be very difficult 
when living in a situation such as exists in Southern Thailand now.  
It was very difficult for Mattanee and other participants from 
Southern Thailand to get visas for India, but with much work they 
finally succeeded and added much from their experiences to the 
discussions.   
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4.  Mr. Vichith 
 

Vichith is a Buddhist from Cambodia.  He grew up in a very poor 
family and spent ten years as a Buddhist monk which gave him 
opportunity to not only learn about Buddhism but also to get an 
education.  He has been very active in the Buddhist movement for 
peace in Cambodia, and along with the three other Khmer 
participants is active in an interfaith peace coalition based in 

Phnom Phen. 
 
5)  Dharshan 
 

Dharshan is a Christian from Sri Lanka.  He is a member of the 
minority Tamil community which is under severe pressure now 
with many threats from a hard-line Sinhalese Buddhist group.  
Recently he joined the Consortium of Integrated Rehabilitation 
Organizations (CIRO) which is an interfaith coalition of groups in 
Eastern Sri Lanka working at rebuilding tsunami-damaged 

communities so that they are interfaith and interethnic.  He will probably play a 
leadership role in this consortium. 
 
6) Anick 
 

Anick is a Muslim from Indonesia and works with a group called 
Liberal Islam Network (LI).  The LI is committed to a new 
interpretation form of the Islam religion which is more open to others 
and tries to look at the Scriptures within the present context.  Anick is 
very well read and an excellent critical thinker.  His questions helped 
focus discussions more on practical points and away from generalities.   
 
 
 

7) Thaw Reh 
Thaw Reh is from Burma Karenni State and follows an Animist 
spirituality.  He too has experienced a lot of conflict and has spent 
his entire life in a refugee camp in Thailand.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
8) Pornpimon 
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Pornpimon is a Buddhist from Thailand and works at the Mahidol 
University Research Centre on Peace. Part of her responsibility is 
to with the conflict issues in Southern Thailand.  In this position 
she works closely with the two participants who live and work in 
the Southern provinces.  Together they are trying to develop a 
program that will bring more Buddhists into discussion with 
southern Muslims so that assumptions and prejudices created to a 
large part by media coverage can be challenged and transformed. 

 11



Appendix #2 
 
Some extracts from the essays of SOP 2007 participants 
 
1)  Pornpimon – Buddhist from Thailand 
 

“I discovered (during SOP) that I have to understand about 
diversity in the society: everyone in society inherits peace 
and peacefully living together amidst linguistic, cultural and 
religious differences but there is an obstacle to this 
harmonious relationship which is injustice. I think we cannot 
concentrate on peace building without looking at the issues 
around justice as peace can only be brought about together 

with social justice. If the society is still driven by ideology and rule imposed upon by the 
top class for their own interest and the society as a whole continues to underpin the 
justification of this structure in which we internalize and reproduce these rules and 
ideologies without being aware, it would be impossible for us to achieve the desired 
society of justpeace.”  
 
2)  Kim Houn – Christian from Cambodia 
 

“I am an oppressor because for many years I packaged my God in a 
‘Christian’ box. He had no chance to speak to other perspectives 
about His love and freedom because He also was in present, the 
present of discrimination and division. When I return to Cambodia I 
shall free God from the box I have kept Him in.” 
 
 
 
   

 
3)  Joey – Christian from Philippines 

 
“As an Ambassador of Justpeace how do we share the learning's 
from different wisdoms to the people? Through bullet or seed? 

 As a Bullet that we shoot on the head that Kills people’s 
wisdom. 

 As a Seed that we plant in their hearts that Grows and 
Enriches people’s wisdom. 

How can we be a seed pregnant with a tree - a tree to be rooted 
deep in the soil with branches that will give food and shade and 
then give birth to new seeds? 

Thank you (SOP) for sharing your wisdom. Without you I don’t know about the reality. I 
will treasure what I have learned and use it to help myself and the society to 
transformation injustice to Justpeace.” 
“Let us commit ourselves to the Marginalized” 
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“The people United shall never be Defeated” 
“So let Us Rise and Shout” 
“And Say Oh Freedom” 
 
4)  Haryfin – Muslim from Cambodia 

 
 In our world now there are many corruptions and 

injustices and many people die every day because of the 
conflict and war. Also we see that many people are 
living in poverty because of the bad economic system 
and structural injustice. The marginalized people are 
living in fear, injustice….etc. Thus because of all these 
problems we must open our eyes, ears and mouths and 
find the way to stop war and then transform structural 
injustice into a new system filled with justpeace. 

 Personal Transformation: means to remove our 
stereotypes and completely change our own negative 
thinking to the positive thinking and the negative 

attitude to the positive attitude.  It comes not only from our head but also from our 
heart. 

 Community Transformation: means to completely change and remove the old bad 
system to a new system with the Justpeace.   

 Conflict Transformation: is to find out the root cause of the conflict and solve it 
with justice. It is not just to compromise or mediate but to find justpeace which 
brings: 

 Repentance 
 Forgiveness 
 True justice    

 My big enemy is myself. 
“Everyone wants to change the injustice society, wants true Democracy and Justpeace but 
they forget to change themselves.”  

 All people are human beings, so why must I discriminate?  Why do I need to 
criticize another religion? 

 We must move from tolerance to acceptance and then to engagement.  
 Transforming my family and my village is my responsibility.  If I do not solve 

these problems, I am also one of the problems in my village. 
 
5)  Dharshan – Christian from Sri Lanka 
 

“O God,  
Here I am moving out of SOP as a seed of peace for my country.  
Let my life and death bring the fruit of Justpeace to my country.  I 
give my life even to die on this journey.  If I die, please take care of 
my family and my friends. Let the river of Peace overflow all over 
my country. 
Amen…..”  
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6)  Mary – Buddhist from Burma  
 

“In the struggle for democracy for Burma, some people said 
monks should not take part and involve in the conflict.  The 
responsibilities of monks are for protest the religion and 
follow principle of monk only. But monks also said that 
politics is concerned to everything, everyone in the country. 
At first, I was also confused about that. When we met with 
Buddhist monk Ananda from Nepal (resource person), he 
said religion and politics should be on separate paths. But 
when the country under conflict, religion leaders should take 
their part to let the common people know and made them 

agitate of the situation to bring changes by themselves. Everyone should extend 
their contribution in peace building without any reservation of their differences in 
faith, and cultural practices. Religion should not promote division instead it will 
promote unity among mankind. 
 
“It’s made me clear where religion leaders should take part in working for political 
changing of Burma. There are eight main ethnic people in Burma, four ethnic 
believe in Christian and more four believe in Buddhist. All ethnics are suffering 
same problem under dictatorship government. Due to current situation of Burma, 
government allows only religion to work freely. Thus, religion leaders can take 
part to educate people for political change in each area for our same aim.”  
 
7)  Thaw Reh – Animist from Burma Karenni State 
 

“In this way again, in my best knowledge, religion and religion are 
not in contradiction also… if religions are born by the messengers 
of God. Only man made religions are in contradiction. Let say if 
Muhammad, Jesus and Buddha (the philosopher) are living 
together in one home, I am very confident that they will be in very 
friendly as brotherhood. Only the followers among us try to 
separate them apart into our own interpretation, make them as our 
properties.  
 
“If I am wrong by saying this way, it is mean the Messengers of 
God are contradicted one another. If they are in contradiction, it is 

very clear that they are no longer truth, no longer God… because God must be only one 
and the only one God is the universal truth. Truth and truth do not contradict one another. 
God do not love bloody, God do not love atrocities and God do not love inhumanity… 
Imagine if there are many Gods and they fighting one another for their own Goddess and 
use we (brothers and sisters) to fight for them, we no longer need to be loyal to these 
bloody Gods.  
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All in all, to believe in one God is a “MUST” for humanity. One God do not mean a 
uniform religion. To be in unity, we do not need to be in uniform. I can be “I” and you 
can be “YOU” …then both “I” and “YOU” can happily living together, helping one 
another by believing in not harm – God way. The way you praying God may different 
from the way I’m praying, but we both praying to God. What wrong?” 
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